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FERGUS MURRAY (they/them)
TEACHING DIFFERENT KINDS OF MINDS: LESSONS FROM 
NEURODIVERSITY
Minds vary more than a lot of people realise. Some of us process the world very 
differently from others, and that does not mean we are broken or wrong. Autism, 
dyslexia, dyspraxia and ADHD are developmental differences which can be disabling 
when needs aren’t met, but which usually come with strengths as well as weak-
nesses. The diversity of human brains makes us a much more interesting species, 
but how do we as teachers work with all these different kinds of minds?
Fergus Murray is a science teacher, writer, and occasional puppet-maker, based 
in Edinburgh. They were formally assessed as autistic about ten years ago, as an 
adult. They co-founded the Autistic Mutual Aid Society Edinburgh, an autistic 
community organisation, and works with a notably neurodiverse set of 
students.

HEATHER SCOTT   
EXPERIENCE DECOLONIZING THE WALDORF HIGH SCHOOL CURRICULUM
Decolonizing the Waldorf High School Curriculum is multidimensional. It is about facing our racial identities 
and supporting our students to become aware and negotiate their racial identities.  It is the development of 
curriculum that centres the stories, history, and voices of people of colour. 
Heather Scott is currently a high school Humanities teacher at The Waldorf School of San Diego (WSSD) and 
has been a Waldorf teacher for seventeen years.  Her interest in African-American culture and literature has 
been decades-long, especially attuned to Black women writers. Heather is currently an associate with Alma 
Partners, a Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion (DEI) training and curriculum development consulting group. 

Sources of nourishment and renewal in the Waldorf community
Each Steiner Waldorf school is like a unique house in a village of many dwellings that may differ in size and 
design, yet also have much in common. At the centre is the village well: a place for gathering life-sustaining 
liquid but also for meeting and exchanging news and ideas, for embracing our diversity, for finding 
friendship, for planning and discussing common projects. 

In these times of change, let us discover the qualities that nourish and inspire us: what - and who - do we 
find when we visit the well?

Join us in celebrating community in diversity, and in discovering what may sustain us for years to come!

Lucia Baumann, Trevor Mepham, Jeremy Nowell, Sven Saar, Kath Bransby & Sam Greshoff
UK Steiner Waldorf National Teachers’ Conference Steering Group

CONFERENCE CHAIR
SASHA FANN 
Sasha Fann is a class teacher at Greenwich Steiner School. She is currently in her second year of training at 
the London Waldorf Teacher Training Seminar.

MARJATTA VAN BOESCHOTEN, General Secretary Anthroposophical Society UK and FRAN RUSSELL, 
Executive Director, Steiner Waldorf Schools Fellowship will welcome you to the conference

We have built on the success of our first online UK SW National Teachers’ Conference last year and put together an 
online programme for Easter 2021.  Although this is the UK National Conference, we are delighted to be able to 

welcome participants from other parts of the world.  

As you will see from the programme, we have a wonderful line up of keynote speakers again this 
year and time is allowed for discussion of the important themes that they will cover each day.  We 

have also included educational seminars and artistic workshops, just as we were able to last 
year.   There will be a sprinkling of songs and music throughout the programme offering you 

the opportunity to join in and sing if you choose and to learn new songs to take back to your 
classrooms.

This year we are excited to introduce an evening of comedy, music and storytelling as 
well as the evening talks that have been a well-established aspect of previous confer-
ences.   We are delighted that talented comedian Joe Wells will start the evening with 
his own look at neurodiversity.  

Each day we will start with Eurythmy with Martina Gayer and sessions with Sven Saar 
looking at familiar texts and verses to see if we can throw new light on them.

Last year the Conference Café, was a popular ‘venue’ and we will be running this again, 
we are hoping that this will provide the opportunity for catching up and some informal 

discussions with colleagues. 

For your health and wellbeing, we would recommend that you carefully pick and choose 
which parts you are going to attend, allowing plenty of time for breaks and doing something 

other than looking at a screen. 
Due to the ongoing challenging situation as a result of the Covid-19 pandemic we cannot guar-

antee that the conference programme will not be subject to changes, but we will do our best to 
regularly update you.  Please check our website for any updates and additional information about the 

programme – www.steinerwaldorf.org.

If you have any general queries about the conference, please contact the Organisers Sam Greshoff or Kath Bransby 
(sam@steinerwaldorf.org or kath@steinerwaldorf.org). 

MARIA MSEBENZI and MARY-G HAUPTLE
NO ONE IN THE VILLAGE WAS LEFT BEHIND

Maria Msebenzi is an Early Childhood teacher trainer at The Centre for 
Creative Education, Cape Town
Mary-G Hauptle is the Early Childhood coordinator for the Federation of 
Waldorf Schools in Southern Africa. South African representative on the 
IASWECE council.

KEYNOTE PRESENTATIONS

EVENING TALKS
DR HA VINH THO
BUILDING SUSTAINABLE COMMUNITIES TO MEET THE CHALLENGES OF OUR 
TIME  

Dr. Ha Vinh Tho is the founder of the Eurasia Learning Institute for Happiness and Well-
being. Former Director of the Gross National Happiness Centre in Bhutan, former Director 
of Learning and Development at the International Committee of the Red Cross, former Director 
of the Camphill Seminar for Curative Education in Switzerland. He is a trained Eurythmist and cura-
tive Eurythmist. He holds a Ph.D. in Psychology and Education from Geneva University. He’s also a Buddhist 
teacher in the Vietnamese Zen tradition, ordained by Zen Master Thich Nhat Hanh. Tho is the author of 
several books, many articles and an 
international speaker.

MARY TAIT JAMIESON
A VIEW FROM NEW ZEALAND
Mary is currently co-chair of the Fellowship of schools in New Zealand and sits on the International Forum 
for Steiner Waldorf Education. She works as Principal of  a rural school which sits on the very edge of the 
city limits of Taurunga, on the east coast of the North Island, in a region known as the Bay of Plenty.



BECOMING HUMAN  -  SVEN SAAR 
Thoughts and actions in our profession can easily become routine unless we continually refresh our under-
standing and approach. In short daily sessions we will throw a new light on some familiar texts and verses.

Sven Saar, a class teacher for 30 years, has developed and run staff development and mentoring pro-
grammes. He works on several teacher education courses in the UK and abroad, gives lectures and seminars 
and is an active mentor and advisor to schools and teachers.

DAILY EURYTHMY  -  MARTINA GAYER
Martina Gayer trained at the London College of Eurythmy and finished in 2010. As a mother of 4 girls, who 
all have been educated at the Ringwood Waldorf School over the past 20 years, she has been connected 
to Waldorf education over many years, deepening her understanding through studying eurythmy. She has 
been a eurythmy teacher for the past 3.5 years, teaching eurythmy part-time at the Alder Bridge Steiner 
School, Steiner Academy Frome and she is now a full-time teacher at the RWS

EDUCATION SEMINARS

Some of these seminars will run concurrently and therefore you will need to choose which you will attend. 
Please check the timetable and make your choice on the workshop/seminar booking form which will be 
attached to your conference booking confirmation email.

 CREATING THE HEART OF THE COMMUNITY TOGETHER: WHERE THE LIGHT OF EACH SOUL IS 
 RECOGNISED  -  Dr TESSABELLA LOVEMORE
Please note this seminar runs over three days as the group will work together throughout the conference 

Session 1. Taking responsibility for the heart - meeting and greeting
Session 2. Nurturing the heart - listening and speaking
Session 3. The other is my teacher - inclusion and worthiness

Dr Tessabella Lovemore Cert.Ed. (Waldorf), Cert.Couns (NCH)., M.Ed., Ph.D.  is retiring from her practice as 
an Educational Consultant, Counsellor and Anthroposophic Child and Family Psychotherapist.  She is the 
founder of a schooling in Active Practical Love, and a ‘Pastoral Care in Education’ initiative called the Circle 
of Care (2016). For your interest read more at https://www.tessabellalovemore.com/about 

 THRESHOLDS OF THE HEART  -  GRAHAM KENNISH 
  Graham Kennish will consider some familiar examples of the emotional challenges in our work, in  
the classroom, the staffroom and the ‘car park’, along with our Covid/lockdown experience, 
challenges that can be thresholds for deepening ‘heart thinking’ and the experience of “I  am”.  The histor-
ical denial of the “I” as a spiritual source, was highlighted by Rudolf Steiner again and again and we experi-
ence this daily denial in media commentary, with its assumption of Darwinism and materialism. Along with 
a denial of the feminine in our inner life, this impacts on our professional and personal lives, creating stress 
and anxiety.  However, this is also our opportunity for an inner development which brings us closer to the 
heart and closer to those archetypal soul challenges of the spiritual Threshold, which Steiner points to as 
an evolutionary goal. 

Graham Kennish is a Waldorf science teacher and trainer of 45 years and a BACP Accredited counsellor, 
working also for 12 years with teachers and parents in Goethean Psychology, in workshops and individual 
sessions in UK, Hong Kong and Taiwan.

 DEVELOPING A CULTURE OF ANTI-BIAS IN STEINER/WALDORF EARLY CHILDHOOD PROGRAMS:
 DOING THE WORK AND FINDING YOUR ALLIES  -  STEPHEN SPITALNY
Please note this seminar has two sessions and participants who choose this option will need to attend both.
Even in our beloved Steiner education, elements of bias have affected practices, traditions and attitudes, 
and it needs to be acknowledged that bias lives in each one of us. Through examining the wider societal 
and cultural situation, we can begin to see where the work is needed to renew Steiner early childhood 
programs towards becoming more welcoming and inclusive. This workshop will include a presentation of 
some central themes and definitions, suggestions for inner practice and opportunity for conversation.

Stephen Spitalny has taught at the Santa Cruz Waldorf School since 1990. He offers courses and workshops 
worldwide (especially Asia) and has been a faculty member at the Waldorf Institute of Southern California 
(WISC) for more than a decade. He is a former board member of Waldorf Early Childhood Association of 
North America (WECAN) and edited the WECAN newsletter Gateways for many years. Steve has written 
three books and numerous articles about early childhood including many published in ‘Kindling’.

 UNDERSTANDING LGBTQI+ & GENDER NON-CONFORMING IDENTITIES - STÉPHANE AZARIAN and 
 STEPHANIE GILL
During the seminar we will consider the Four Spectrums - sex, sexual orientation, gender expression and 
gender identity; exploring your Identity and Sexuality Safely - inclusive sex and relationships education 
including consent, sexual health, online communities; Out at School - creating an Inclusive and safe envi-
ronment for staff, parents and young people;  Diversity in Families and of Families; The Category is Books - 
visibility in fiction and How to be an Ally - putting policy into practice 

Stéphane Azarian (he/him) is a researcher, lecturer and MFL teacher with a particular interest for cultural 
studies, media and language studies, and queer studies.  He is currently completing his PhD at the 
University of Roehampton and teaching French at St Pauls Steiner School. 
Stephanie Gill (she/her) is a kindergarten teacher and Equality and Diversity Lead at St Paul’s Steiner School, 
London. She has.a background in theatre production, photography, arts education and queer activism. She 
is one of the founding members of the school’s Diversity Group and has been active in the group as a parent 
and teacher. In her parallel life, she would have her own bookshop and she spends her spare time research-
ing diverse and inclusive books to share with the school community. 

 EXPLORING THE ROLE OF EQUALITY AND DIVERSITY LEAD  - STEPHANIE GILL  
 This seminar will consider how we can create spaces for dialogue - listening to your community; 
finding out where you are and where you want to be; Mapping equality, diversity and inclusion to PSHE, 
RSE, British Values and the Equality Act; Embedding awareness in school policy and practice; Weaving 
diverse voices into the curriculum; Strategies for ‘opening the door from the inside’ - admissions, training 
and recruitment and building a sense of belonging for staff and families.

 DIVERSITY AND REPRESENTATION IN THE KINDERGARTEN - RACHEL FORD BLANCHARD

 Representation is an essential component of inclusion.  Within the kindergarten we have many 
opportunities to work with inclusivity in a pedagogical way. This session will focus on the importance of 
representation and how we can fill our toolboxes with ways to actively promote equality in our spaces. 

Rachel Ford Blanchard is a Waldorf Kindergarten teacher, professional doll maker and an advocate for social 
justice. She has taught doll making and inclusion through doll making internationally. Rachel also strives to 
integrate mainstream contemporary research with pedagogical reasoning through responsible innovation 
in her kindergarten.                                    
 
 WHY WE SHOULD THINK TWICE BEFORE PRAISING OR REWARDING OUR CHILDREN – 
 LUCIA  BAUMANN
Please note this seminar has two sessions and participants who choose this option will need to attend both. 
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Why do we praise children? Can praise and giving rewards have the opposite effect on children from what 
we expect? By becoming more aware of the issue at hand and the language (and types of praise) we use, 
we can change children’s attitudes for learning and experiencing the world in fundamental ways. The 
process of working on a challenging task can in itself become rewarding for the child, without the need for 
praise or rewards. The child is therefore enabled to enter a process free from fear of judgement or failure.

Lucia Baumann has been a class teacher at Alder Bridge Steiner Waldorf School near Reading for 15 + years. 
She also gives lessons in Music, Games, German and Bothmer Movement and she has a wider interest in 
children’s wellbeing and mental health. She supports and encourages classroom management styles that 
are based on healthy relationships and steer away from behaviourist approaches. Lucia is the coordinator 
of the Education Section for the ASinGB and has recently completed a Master of Education in Pastoral Care/
Guidance/Pupil Support with the University of Aberdeen. The effects of rewards and teacher praise on mid-
dle school pupils in the classroom setting has been one area of focus during her MEd studies. 

 THE MEDICAL-THERAPEUTIC HEART OF WALDORF EDUCATION - HANNAH SPREADBOROUGH  
 RESPONDING TO THE CHILD IN FRONT OF YOU: A CONSIDERATION OF PRACTICAL APPROACHES IN  
 AND OUT OF THE CLASSROOM - JAX GORDON
The collaboration between the Medical-Therapeutic work and the work of teachers, has been at the heart 
of Waldorf Education since its birth in the first School in Stuttgart. Challenged in recent years due to a lack 
of Medical Practitioners in some countries, how does a renewed integration of this, enable teachers to re-
spond to the Individual needs of those in their daily care? Through this talk, Hannah Spreadborough hopes 
to address aspects of these questions, giving practical examples of the most essential qualities to develop, 
together with the Consciousness, care and disposition of Soul that can support this. She also hopes to offer 
a short opportunity at the end of the talk for some questions and dialogue on this topic.
Hannah Spreadborough has worked as a Nurse for the last 33 years. Having initially trained in London as a 
Registered General Nurse, she then specialised in Paediatric Nursing, and has worked in a variety of set-
tings. Her most recent training was in Anthroposophic Nursing Practice. She is the Representative for Nurs-
ing on the Medical Section Council UK and the UK representative for the International Forum for Anthropo-
sophic Nursing in Dornach, Switzerland. Hannah was the School Nurse at Drumduan School in Scotland for 
many years and has been working in the NHS for the last twelve months in response to the Corona Virus 
Pandemic.  
Having worked with Hannah Spreadborough for the first 3 years of her Steiner experience, Jax Gordon has 
had an excellent introduction to the medical and therapeutic heart of Steiner Education and values the way 
this has matched and greatly enhanced her own perspectives. She will bring a consideration of the practical 
challenges teachers meet in the classroom as we move away from the old models and intentions of school-
ing (which were by outcome inherently exclusive) towards something that meets every individual wherever 
they are.  
Jax Gordon trained and worked as a science teacher in England before starting a family and moving to Scot-
land. She worked for the Scottish Preschool Play Association and later worked with children with learning 
differences and profound need in local schools. For 17 years she ran Additional Support Provisions across 10 
Primary Schools and the associated Academy in Aberdeenshire, which educated all local children including 
those with severe and profound disabilities. After retiring 3 years ago she joined Drumduan School as their 
Additional Support Coordinator.

ARTISTIC WORKSHOPS

 PAPER CUTTING – SVEN SAAR
 Cutting silhouettes out of dark card is a beautiful way to discover what is essential about a form 
or a movement. Sven will accompany you in producing a “shadow scene” of your choice. You will learn 
and develop a skill that comes in useful in many pedagogical applications. 

 DRAWING WITH WAX CRAYONS - LUCIA BAUMANN
 This workshop invites you to rekindle (or further) your joy for the use of wax crayons and pass 
that on to the children in your care. We will go through all the basics of how to use the block crayons, 
how to mix and merge the colours to achieve beautiful drawings without the need for outlines. We will 
do a number of exercises and drawings related to different age groups, (points in the curriculum) start-
ing with Class 1 all the way through to middle school. There will be time for questions and discussion 
while enjoying the process of working on a number of guided drawings together - possibly also provid-
ing a very welcome break from using just our heads while working and meeting online. Materials 
needed: block wax crayons and several sheets of A3 drawing paper. 

 HAND SEWN AND EMBELLISHED HEN AND CHICKS  –  
 MARTHA GARLAND 
The hen is a symbol of happiness and blessing, protection and comfort. This 
workshop explores the embellishment and construction of a mother hen and 
chicks. This workshop is suitable for all abilities and includes the opportunity 
to self-design elements of detail.  
  
Martha Garland is a textile designer-maker and educator specialising in tra-
ditional crafts. She is an alumni of Ringwood Waldorf Steiner school, and a 
graduate from Central St Martin’s. She is a Handwork teacher at St Paul’s & 
Greenwich Steiner Schools, as well as a freelance designer. Her crochet work 
was most recently on display at the V&A museum.8
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SVEN SAAR

 SUPPORTING LEARNERS WITH ENGLISH AS AN ADDITIONAL LANGUAGE 
 JENNY SMITH AND ANNE CARTER
The session will focus on how to meet the needs of EAL learners. It will cover the following:
An introduction to EAL pedagogy and practice, the importance of maintaining and developing the home 
language and key strategies to support EAL learners

Jenny Smith is a Senior Consultant in EAL / EMA and leads the Sheffield EAL / New Arrivals Team, Education 
& Skills, Sheffield City Council. She has extensive experience of working in the field of EAL in an advisory 
capacity and has a book published on effective EAL teaching.
Anne Carter is a lead professional with the Sheffield EAL / New Arrivals Team. She has extensive experience 
of classroom practice as a classroom teacher and as lead advisory teacher for Sheffield School Improvement 
Service.
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 WALDORF EDUCATION: MULTICULTURAL STORIES AND PERSPECTIVES – SERENE FONG HO
 When we bring the Waldorf curriculum, with its century-old German roots into our classrooms, 
does it reflect the geographical, historical and cultural environment the children are living in? This work-
shop explores guidelines, the criteria for and the process of adapting the Waldorf history and culture 
curriculum to the local context, as well as possible stories and variations of the widely-accepted Waldorf 
curriculum for Classes 1-8.

Serene Fong Ho is currently a class teacher in the St Michael Steiner School, London, and has conducted 
workshops on storytelling and the Waldorf curriculum. She obtained her Master’s Degree in Waldorf 
Education from Stuttgart, Germany, where she worked under Martyn Rawson on her research on develop-
ing a Waldorf curriculum in Asia and adapting the curriculum to the local context.

 MUSIC FROM AROUND THE WORLD - JUANNA GRACE LADAGA
 We will consider the benefits of an embodied approach to music, based on Rudolf Steiner’s under-
standing of child development.   This means the lessons can have elements of fun, focus, reverence, 
stillness, movement, silence, improvisation and creativity. 

Juanna Grace Ladaga is an Irish born Class Teacher and interfaith minister living In North Scotland. Her 
enthusiasm for music comes from experiencing the salutogenic influence both in the class community and 
for the individual child. For Juanna, the music curriculum is also a listening curriculum. 

 MAKING A CRANKIE THEATRE – BRONIA EVERS 
 Session 1: An introduction to Crankies, touching on their history, examples and ideas about how  
they can be used in the classroom for art, design, literacy storytelling activities and more.
Session 2: How to make a Crankie theatre using a cardboard box and other basic materials you can find at 
home/school. Bronia will demonstrate how it is made and answer questions and queries.
Session 3: How to design and make a Crankie scroll – Bronia will demonstrate the storyboarding process, 
developing a scroll, tips on what works well, and ideas for combining your Crankie with storytelling and/or 
song.

Bronia Evers is a storyteller, puppeteer and arts educator. She is also a designer and maker of puppets, 
Crankie theatres and miniature story worlds. In 2006 Bronia co-founded the storytelling and puppetry com-
pany ‘One Moment in Time’. Since then, she has been designing, performing and teaching nationally and 
internationally as a storyteller and puppeteer. Her work has appeared at venues including the Historic Royal 
Palaces, Manchester Literature Festival, The Lyric Theatre in London, The Story Museum in Oxford and Bei-
jing International Puppet Festival. Bronia is a guest tutor at The Little Angel Puppet Theatre in London and 
at the School of Storytelling at Emerson College in Sussex.

MOVEMENT WORKSHOPS

 THE SPACE BETWEEN THE INDIVIDUAL AND THE COMMUNITY - SUSAN KELLY AND 
 KEVIN DAVIDSON
“Out of some 250 species of primate we are the only ones who have elected to get up and move   
around exclusively on two legs”  - Bill Bryson, The Body

How does this uprightness inform our individuality? At the same time, how do we maintain connection 
and interest (inter-being) with our community? In these sessions we will explore these questions through 
Bothmer Movement. 

Susan Kelly holds a degree in Physical Education and has been teaching games in Waldorf schools since 
2006. Susan is a Bothmer Movement course leader and instructor and has previously taught Bothmer 
students around the world. Susan is passionate about games, play, movement and the outdoors. 
Kevin Davidson was the Bothmer Movement and Games teacher at Greenwich Steiner School for ten years, 
as well as three years at St Paul’s Steiner School. Kevin facilitates Bothmer Movement training programmes 
in the UK, Europe, China, Taiwan and the Philippines. He holds a Master’s degree in Education from 
Goldsmiths College and lectures in movement and play on the BA Education, Culture and Society 
programme. Susan is currently teaching at St Michaels Steiner School in London

Kevin Davidson is compiling a video library of pedagogical hand games from Waldorf communities around 
the world and is currently conducting research into digital resilience.

 MUSIC EURYTHMY FOR WELL-BEING AND SOUL NOURISHMENT – 
	 DIANA	CONSTANTIN	SKINNER	MA	Eurythmy	in	Education	AND	Dr	ANDRIANA	MINOU
In spite of, or because of meeting online, we can create together a joyous and inspiring community of Eu-
rythmy performers at the Easter Conference.
Diana Constantin Skinner is a Eurythmy teacher, therapist and performer with over 20 years’ experience of 
teaching both as a eurythmist and as a class teacher. Currently Eurythmy teacher at St. Paul’s School in Lon-
don, Diana is the co- founder and main tutor at Eurythmy India, a part time modular Eurythmy training.
Andriana Minou is a musician and writer. She holds a PhD in Piano Performance Practice (Goldsmiths, 
University of London) and has been involved in music performances of many sorts around the world as a 
pianist, performer, composer, songwriter, ensemble member/leader, librettist and writer. She has published 
4 books of literature in Greek with Strange Days Books (one of which has also just been released in Spanish), 
while her short story collection “The Fabulous Dead” was published in 2020 by Kernpunkt Press (New York). 
She is always involved in a variety of projects; recent and forthcoming ones include the libretto and music of 
an opera for the Greek National Opera, a comic book about composer Erik Satie and a children’s book that 
will be broadcast as an animated music film by the Greek National Opera. For more info, visit her website 
www.andrianaminou.com 

• If possible, please be in a space which allows you to move around while keeping within the frame of  
 your camera. 
• Please wear comfortable clothes which allow easy movement.  
• Being in a quiet and undistracted space will allow you to deepen the experience of these sessions. 
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CULTURAL EVENING
On Thursday evening we have an exciting programme of comedy, music and story:

STAND UP COMEDY - JOE WELLS
Joe Wells is a stand-up comedian and writer whose viral routine about his non-autistic brother has over 1 
million views across platforms. He has opened for Frankie Boyle and Alexei Sayle and has taken 4 critically 
acclaimed solo shows to The Edinburgh Fringe. He is currently working on a young adult book about 
Neurodiversity.

STONE SOUP  -  DANYAH MILLER
There are numerous versions of Stone Soup and the fable is variously known as axe soup, button soup, 
nail soup, and wood soup. This story is a wonderful example of an oral story passing from family to family, 
country to country - from France to Russia, Portugal to Sweden. There is even a Chinese version. 
Danyah Miller is an award-winning storyteller, performer, writer and theatre producer. She loves sharing 
stories with anyone who will listen! Her vision is to share stories and storytelling to inspire families and 
communities everywhere. 

MUSIC 
STREAM OF SOUND CHOIR LED BY CAROLINE PRICE
Stream of Sound started in 1999, and were one of the first ‘youth community choirs’, in ‘normal’ times they 
regularly perform at Folk Festivals. They draw their singers from Elmfield Steiner School and other schools, 
as well as from the festivals they perform at. In Stream of Sound there is have a strong emphasis on ‘be-
longing’ to the choir and taking on responsibility. To date they have made nine CDs and sung at venues all 
over the country. 

ALEX ROLTON AND ROSANNA ROLTON 
both alumni of Michael Hall Steiner School.
Alex went on to study at the Royal Academy of Music, winning a number of competitions and prizes there 
and graduating with the highest honours. He is now a professional cellist, working with some of the world’s 
most prestigious ensembles, in most famous concert venues. Over lockdown he has created several incredi-
ble videos showing off the amazing versatility of his instrument. The performance on Thursday evening will 
be ‘Wachet auf, ruft uns die stimme’, translated literally it means ‘awake, the voice is calling us’, but it is 
more traditionally known as ‘Sleepers, Awake’.
Rosanna Rolton is also a professional musician, working as a principle harpist both in the UK with Bourne-
mouth Symphony Orchestra and in Denmark and Hungary with the Budapest Festival Orchestra and the 
Aarhus Symfoniorkester. Rosanna has performed all over the world as a chamber musician, and also gradu-
ated with her masters degree from the Royal College of Music in 2018, where she also won numerous prizes 
and competitions. Rosanna is going to perform ‘Jazz Band’ by Marcus Tournier, a virtuoso piece that was 
written to really stretch the audience’s understanding of the technical and harmonic possibilities of the harp 
as an instrument.

SONGS
Throughout the conference there will be the opportunity to hear and learn songs provided by Hannah 
McCarthy from Greenwich Steiner School and Caroline Price from Elmfield Steiner School and Stream of 
Sound.

CURATED CONVERSATIONS
These curated conversations will give us the opportunity to go on a journey with an individual as they 
explore their experiences.

BEECHTREE, AN INNER CITY JOURNEY  -  Cath Thurlow (Cath worked in mental health and child protection 
social work before discovering Steiner Education at Beechtree Kindergarten in Leeds when her children were 
young. Cath took on the role of Early Years Coordinator there for a term to “help out”  in 2013. Eight years 
later and she is still there,  now the General Manager of a tiny school and is passionate about the potential 
life changing impact of robust Steiner Pedagogy, not just in terms of children’s education but in changing 
the world.)

WALKING TO ARRIVE  -  Dr Yifan Sun (Dr. Yifan Sun is an associate professor at Rudolf Steiner University 
College, Norway. She has graduated with a PhD in Education from the University of Cambridge, research-
ing on Waldorf (Steiner) Education movement in China.  Originally from China, she has lived in Singapore, 
Austria, England and travelled to more than 70 countries. She is also a meditation and yoga practitioner. 
She is an author in China, led expedition trips to Antarctica, facilitates self-development, mindfulness and 
nature-connection workshops, as well as runs coaching programs among youth in China.)

EMBRACING THE RAINBOW SPECTRUM  -  cajun (they/them) A non-binary human who has always had a 
strong passion for equality and human rights, particularly with regards to children and young people. They 
had an unusual childhood and early exposure to diversity despite growing up in South Africa during apart-
heid. cajun is a Waldorf school alumnus who spent their first decade as an LGBTG+ activist and their second 
as an environmentalist and permaculture designer supporting rural communities, mainly schools, in setting 
up sustainable food gardens and integrating gardening and outdoors education into the curriculum. cajun is 
now at Drumduan School in Scotland and lives in Findhorn eco-village and intentional community working 
with nature and young people.

THE ROLE PLAYED BY SPIRITUAL SCIENCE IN OUR PROFESSIONAL LIVES  - Education Section a curated con-
versation, chaired by Sven Saar. 

PANEL DISCUSSION Adrian Dow, Janni Nicol, Elaine Holt and Leeto Thebo

Adrian Dow is the Headteacher at Greenwich Steiner School. Janni Nicol is the Early Childhood Coordina-
tor, SWSF. Elaine Holt is an experienced Class Teacher and Teacher Trainer and Leeto Thale is a parent at St 
Pauls Steiner School and Chair of the School Diversity Group.

UPPER SCHOOL VOICES - Throughout the conference there will be the opportunity to hear from some of 
the students from Ringwood and Greenwich Steiner Schools.


