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WELCOME
BY SAM GRESHOFF & PRIYA MAHTANI
EDITORS
A very warm and wonderful welcome to the second issue of
the Busy Bee Newsletter.
Since our first issue, we have also been busy with our plans
for Waldorf 100 UK.
Thank you so much to those of you who have shared your
ideas for the celebrations that will take place in your
communities.

PAPIER MACHE GLOBES BY
CLASS 7 PUPILS, RINGWOOD
STEINER SCHOOL

Please do keep these coming and we will continue to
include more of them in our next issue.
Do also feel free to share your ideas on the Waldorf 100
UK Facebook group and I am sure that we will inspire each
other to continue to develop our plans.
"THE BEST WAY TO FIND YOURSELF IS TO LOSE
YOURSELF IN THE SERVICE OF OTHERS."
GANDHI

If you want to get in touch with us - feel free to contact our
Waldorf 100 Co-ordinator, Sam Greshoff directly at
sam@steinerwaldorf.org at any time.

MESSAGE FROM THE WALDORF
100 STEERING GROUP:
“Bees know how to make honey, but they also
know a great deal more. Without bees, most of
our food crops wouldn’t bear fruit. Bees also
reveal what’s going on with the human race. As a
result of human activities, these wonderful
creatures of the sun are dying off in massive
numbers.
We want to do something about this. Waldorf
schools and kindergartens all over the world could
give bees a safe homeland.

WANT TO CONTRIBUTE TO
THE NEXT ISSUE? (DEC 2018)
Deadline for content Nov 23rd 2018.

Let’s care for them and encourage theses flying
workers to help make the world a bit more
humane. Will you join us? “

100 DAYS OF
WALDORF ARTS
& CRAFTS
We would like to work on an e-book, to include
100 different Waldorf Arts & Craft ideas. Would
you like to be a part of this project? All you need
do is email sam@steinerwaldorf.org on a single
sheet of paper the following:
1. Name of Project.
2. Simple step-by-step instructions on how to do it.
3. Your name and school (whether parent, teacher
or pupil)
4. Photo of the completed project.
5. Why you love this project so much!
Ideally, this won't be more than one page
altogether.
PHOTO CREDIT: CHRIS TRIPLETT, RSSKL

ARTWORK: MICHAEL HALL STEINER SCHOOL

MEET 100 PEOPLE - ACT LOCALLY, AFFECT GLOBALLY
How are you getting on with your plans within your schools to try to meet 100 new people?
We would love to hear your ideas. This activity could ensure that you raise the profile of your
school and Waldorf 100 locally and nationally.
Some schools are using this as an opportunity to allow their pupils to meet elderly people in
their community.
In the UK we know that meetings between generations are becoming rare and many children
and young people do not get to know the elderly people in their local community.
There are local charities that you can connect with such as Age UK, or perhaps you'd like to
organise a tea party, take a concert to a local retirement home or organise some other
appropriate event.
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Loneliness is a real issue for elderly people and W100 is a good opportunity to tackle this in
our local area. Loneliness Awareness Week - which is in June could be an ideal time for
schools to get involved, which would raise great media coverage for the centenary
celebrations.
For further information or ideas please contact Sam Greshoff.

WHAT'S YOUR SCHOOL UP TO?
CAMBRIDGE STEINER SCHOOL
The start of the Autumn term has seen a buzz of
activity in the kindergarten and Lower School classes
at Cambridge Steiner School.
They have been working on their Waldorf 100 Wall
Hanging and getting into full swing.
The Trees and Bees design has a seasonal theme and
pupils have been making various parts: felting bees,
weaving the bark on Inkle looms, with thanks to Tina
Tribe and the Cambridgeshire Guild of Weavers,
Spinners & Dyers; felting leaves and blossom, making
figures of children to dance around the maypole, look
after the bees, pick mushrooms and go sledging, and
making little creatures too, such as squirrels, sheep,
robins, hedgehogs, spiders and so on.

MAY TREE KINDERGARTEN
INITIATIVE, KENT

Children have been fully engaged with the activities
which have also facilitated discussions about the
history of the school, other schools around the world
and Steiner education in general.

This Kindergarten are working on ideas to create a garden
to celebrate Waldorf 100.

It is a great project and it will be so wonderful to see it
all coming together when the wall hanging starts
taking shape

They are discussing plans with gardeners and other
interested groups within the community and hope to
create something magical.

Special mention to the Parents' Craft Group who have
set all of this up to help celebrate Waldorf 100.

The plan is to create a garden that is a place for children
to play and explore providing stimulation for their
imagination.
At the same time, they are looking at ways to ensure that
this is a nature garden offering space for wild flowers,
insects and other creatures, ensuring that there are
diverse habitats and that the wonderfully rich wildlife in
this part of Kent can thrive.
They were inspired to undertake this project as a mother
pheasant decided to place her nest next to their building
during the Easter holidays. When the children returned at
the beginning of the summer term they were delighted to
see her sitting quietly each day and before long 12
pheasant chicks were running around the mud pit!
This got everyone thinking about how to develop a
welcoming and beautiful nature garden.
Inspired? Maybe you would like to create a garden of your
own?
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ARE YOU DEVELOPING A GARDEN OR
PLANTING A FLOWER BED FOR W100?
WE'D LOVE TO HEAR FROM YOU!

BUSY HANDS AT WORK!

MICHAEL HALL
STEINER SCHOOL

Michael Hall have created a bee keeping curriculum for the

The topic of insects can be the focus of zoology as a main

whole school as part of their Waldorf 100 celebration.

lesson theme in the 8th grade. The honeybee is probably the
best-known colony-building insect and deserves intensive

It is fascinating how bees and beekeeping can provide such a

attention and study due to its enormous importance for nature

rich theme that can run right through the curriculum in our

and humankind.

schools. It is never too early! Even in kindergarten it is possible
to observe bees with the children – bees working among the

In addition to continued work with bees in the school garden

blossoms or bee colonies going about their business.

and the honey harvest, students in the 9th grade can also sow
flowering plants. Environmentally sound beehives can be made

In the first year of school, children can learn a great deal about

in woodwork classes in the 10th grade. Explanatory information

bees through fairy tales and stories. As a practical activity, they

about bees can be distributed at marketplaces or wild bee

can make candles and work with beeswax.

nesting sites can be set up near school. Students can mentor
younger schoolmates on how to best care for bees.

In the 2nd grade, appropriate stories and observations made in
nature form a natural framework for considering bees. Verses

If main lesson themes include using microscopes in the 11th

with bee motifs can accompany the children throughout the

grade, then the anatomy of bees can be researched, examining

entire year. The Practical Arts block and the main lesson theme

compound eyes or the mechanism for trans- porting pollen on

of agriculture provide good opportunities for visiting a

their legs. As a part of cytology in biology class, the subject of

beekeeper in the third grade.

genetic engineering can be discussed. With respect to bees,
their pollination performance is a decisive factor, which makes

Given the right conditions, honey can be harvested before the

it impossible for genetically changed and unchanged plants to

summer holidays. The honey supply, sealed by the bees, is now

coexist. Related topics such as organic honey and honey

collected, centrifuged and (very important!) tasted. These are

without genetic engineering can follow.

unforgettable experiences. After the first human and animal
main lesson themes, it is worth the effort to take a closer look

Ecological research projects can be chosen and independently

at honeybees in the 4th grade.

pursued throughout the year. What part of a bee's behaviour is
inherited and thus attributable to instinct? What do bees

Bee-related tasks can be carried out along with practical

actually learn – and how?

entomology and general knowledge of insect life. If the main
lesson theme of horticulture is given as spring approaches in

Such topics can be central questions in the twelfth grade. An

the 5th grade, it is easy for children to witness nature

interesting research topic with possibly significant import is
awakening and the activity of bees. In the main lesson theme of whether the bee, that is the entirety of a bee colony, is more
geometry in the 6th grade, children can learn to construct
than just the sum of its parts. A sociologically interesting
hexagons with compass and straight edge, and the subsequent

question is how does a bee colony come to a decision, and

rediscovery of these forms in the beehive can lead from

what does this have to do with humans?

wonderment to knowledge.
Can we perhaps learn something from this?
In the 7th grade students can more closely examine various
substances such as honey, hive dross, or bee poison as a
component of chemistry lessons.
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COMPETITION:

DESIGN A T-SHIRT

WIN the chance to have YOUR t-shirt design printed
on special centenary t-shirts commemorating 100
years of Steiner Waldorf education worldwide.

Students from Steiner Waldorf schools from across
the UK are invited to create an eye-catching and
colourful masterpiece that they feel captures the spirit
of our education.
Designs need to include the Waldorf 100 logo and are
in 3 categories:
• Kindergarten & Lower School (KG-Class 4)
• Middle School (Classes 5-8)
• Upper School (Classes 9 and above)
The top 3 entries in each category, will be printed into
special t-shirts which will be available for purchase.
Winners will see their design transformed and receive
a t-shirt of their choice. Please email Sam on
sam@steinerwaldorf.org
Closing date - 18th January 2019.

COURAGE FOR THE FUTURE
How can we give our children the best possible
foundations for carrying out their own initiatives in the
future? How can we support them with optimism and a
sense of trust in life?
*Understanding how to consider their particular needs,
developing a good relationship with our children are
important first steps.

ARTWORK: RSSKL

STEINER
MEMORIES:
Do you have a wonderful memory from your time as a
parent, teacher or pupil at a Steiner school? Would you
like to share it with the wider community? Just think
about ONE thing that really stands out and made your
experience in a Steiner Waldorf community so special.
Please email sam@steinerwaldorf.org

*IASWECE recommends the following:1. Study with our colleagues – particularly “The Study of
Man.”
2. Speak with one’s colleagues in a precise and tactful
way about the observations of children.
Reinvigorating our Child Study work helps us all to
develop our understanding of the children in our care.
If you are looking for ideas, exercises and support to
inspire your practice of Child Study, why not have Jill
Taplin come and visit your Kindergarten? This works
particularly well for INSET days or or workshops.
She
reached
P Hcan
O T Obe
CR
E D I T : Jon
U L jill@neswec.org.uk
IE RUSE, MICHAEL HALL

ARTWORK: RSSKL
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1. WALDORF 100
UK MAY FAIR
Why not plan your May fair as an
opportunity to celebrate Waldorf
100 UK within your schools and
local communities? Think of all
the wonderful, traditional May
day activities like maypole
dancing and traditional games. If
you have any more ideas for
May day, do get in touch with
Sam on
sam@steinerwaldorf.org

2. CELEBRATION
OF ART, MUSIC &
PERFORMANCES
On 28th September 2019 Rudolf
Steiner House will be the venue
for a very special celebration of
the work of children and young
people from Steiner/Waldorf
Schools around the country.
This will include performances
by school choirs and orchestras
as well as theatrical and
eurythmy pieces. There will be
an exhibition of children’s art
and crafts in Rudolf Steiner
House at this time.
We would like to celebrate this
with as many children as
possible on 28th September
and this is only going to be
possible with the involvement of
teachers. If you are a teacher in
a Steiner/Waldorf School in UK
and you would be interested in
being involved in this event,
please contact Sam Greshoff
at sam@steinerwaldorf.org

© 2018 Steiner Waldorf Schools Fellowship

SPECIAL
EVENTS
3. STORYTELLING
FESTIVAL
Do you want to run a
workshop, tell a story or a
puppet show?
Know any amazing
storytellers?
We plan to run a national
festival over a weekend
around midsummer 2019.
Please do get in touch if you
have any contacts or want to
get involved with our team.

4. CONFERENCES
9 February 2019 Meeting the
Needs of 21st Century Child
(York Steiner School)
8-12th April 2019 Easter
Conference 2019 theme is
Renewal (Michael Hall School)
5 October 2019 Innovative
Practice in Early Childhood
Education (Michael Hall
School)
World Early Childhood
Conference - Inner Freedom
and Social Responsibility:
Finding Ways into a Human
Future (Dornach, Switzerland).
April 15-19, 2019. Prepared by
the IASWECE Council in
collaboration with the
Pedagogical Section at the
Goetheanum. Further
information on the theme can
be found on the IASWECE
website:
http://www.iaswece.org
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