


The Steiner movement continues to be the fastest growing 
independent education system in the world. The first 
school was founded in 1919, just after the First World War, 
but a great deal has happened since then and the far-
reaching, child-focussed, broad and balanced curriculum 
and teaching have evolved along with modern needs.   

Steiner education aims to support young people in 
developing lifelong attributes, skills, knowledge, values; and 
the motivation and interest to apply these to the life of their 
communities. The schools equip children to grow to be free 
individuals with purpose and a sense of meaning in their 
lives.  It is our belief that we offer children the tools they need 
in order to flourish as resourceful, considerate, honest, 
successful and socially responsible adults.  

Please, do come along to visit one of our schools and see 
first-hand the Steiner Waldorf approach. Our staff, pupils and 
parents look forward to sharing their experience with you. 

Regards

Kevin Avison

Note from Kevin Avison
Steiner Waldorf Schools Fellowship 
Executive Officer



Our mission is to inspire students through 
unique methods of learning.
Steiner Waldorf education is based on the work of the 
Austrian educator, Rudolf Steiner, who recognised children 
interact with the world and learn in distinctly different ways 
at different ages. 

The Steiner curriculum teaches subjects in ways that 
correspond to the developmental stage of the child. The Steiner 
approach follows 95% of countries around the world in 
delaying formal learning until the age of six, and by the age of 
11, students are often academically ahead of their peers.

The use of drawing, painting, music, movement, poetry, 
modelling and drama enhances the learning experience in all 
subjects. A high value is placed on play in the early years, 
imagination in the middle school and creative thinking at 
secondary level. This encourages a strong sense for the 
artistic and cultural life and is supported by an aesthetic 
teaching environment. 

Children joining Steiner schools embark on a journey of 
learning and discovery. Class teachers are trained Waldorf 
teachers who lead students through the challenges of 
growing up, developing creative and responsible citizens 
able to bring purpose and direction to their lives. 

The number of Steiner students attending Oxford and 
Cambridge is well above the national average. Universities 
favour Steiner school pupils because they’re great all-round 
thinkers and exceedingly good at their own research. Steiner 
students have gone on to thrive in all areas of science, 
theatre, journalism, sport, music, and academia.

There are many prominent former Steiner students including: 
2013 joint winner of the Nobel Prize for Medicine, Thomas 
Südof; designer and creator of the 2012 London Olympic 
flame, Thomas Heatherwick; footballer Robin van Persie 
(Netherlands); Secretary General of NATO & former 
Norwegian PM, Jens Stoltenberg; poet and playwriter, 
Caroline Bird; actors, Sandra Bullock and Jennifer Aniston; 
and physicist and founder of Bio-Imaging Research, John 
Fitzfallen Moore (USA). 

Our values underpin everything we do
Wellbeing  
We recognise our responsibility to nurture the child. We 
prepare students for life in a culturally diverse society by 
developing tolerant, articulate, motivated and mature 
individuals.  

Self-discipline  
We encourage all children, regardless of ability, to find the 
joy in learning, to believe in themselves and to be motivated 
to succeed in their chosen path in life. 

Independence 
Our priority is to support every child and provide him or her 
with firm foundations so that they can develop into a free, 
morally responsible and integrated adult. 

Communication  
A meaningful relationship is fostered between the child, 
teacher and class as a whole. Parents are immersed into  
their child’s school life and frequently involved within the 
school community. 

The Steiner approach is tried and tested and is part of state 
funded, mainstream provision in most European countries.  
All our schools in the UK are inspected according to national 
standards. Ofsted has contracted inspection service provision 
to Department for Education has contracted inspection 
service provision.These three inspection services include 
School Inspection Service, which conducts the statutory 
inspections for SWSF independent schools in England. 

Steiner mission, 
vision, and values

Our vision is to prepare students for adult life



83% of all year 11 leavers at Elmfield School, 
Stourbridge obtained at least 5 GCSEs at grades A* - C 
(national average 59%) and 11% of leavers obtained 
a place at Oxbridge (national average 0.4%). 

Michael Hall School, Sussex is the  
longest running Steiner school in the English-
speaking world and celebrates its 90th  
anniversary in 2015.  

Two former students of York Steiner School received 
letters from the Department of Education. They had 
just taken their A’ Levels and their marks had put 
them in the top 5 achievers within the UK.  

At Edinburgh Steiner School,  
87% of students achieved A-C in the  
Scottish Higher exams, 9% above the  
national average. 

 
York Steiner School class 4 teacher, Fiona Dudley, 
won Silver for ‘Teacher of the Year in a Primary 
School’ at the prestigious Pearson Teaching Awards.

Kai Kobayashi Ryan 
Age 12, Kildare School, Co Kildare

“I like being in a Steiner school because things aren’t too 
rigid; there’s plenty of room for creative thought and 
personal touches. My favourite subject is Geology, due to all 
the different types of rocks and the impressive stories of how 
they were formed.”

Phoebe Strang 
Age 16, Edinburgh Steiner School, Edinburgh 

“Being able to work at our own pace means we have more 
time to be creative in our lessons. I enjoy being in smaller 
classes; there is a mutual respect between students and 
teachers.  My favourite subjects are English, Art and Science, 
and I look forward to studying Philosophy next term.”

Elena Sapsford 
10-year-old son attends Greenwich Steiner School, London

“The primary years education provides an enriching 
environment with well-selected and linked topics of study, 
music, songs, spiritual elements and interaction with nature, 
which free the child to explore the world and their place in it 
unfettered by anxiety. The connections made between maths, 
English, music etc prevent the artificial separation of subjects, 
and in this way mirror life more closely than ‘traditional’ 
education.  Reading is taught later than in other systems, but 
mirrors others countries with better educational outcomes, 
like Finland. My son learned to read fluently and with pleasure 
in two years. Overall, it is a system that builds confident, 
articulate and reflective children who care about others.”

Dr Mario Peters 
Former parent and alumni of Wynstones School, Stroud 

“My three sons attended Wynstones from 1998 to 2013. I chose 
Steiner education for my three children because I believe it 
produces highly independent, creative and well-rounded 
individuals. As a former Steiner student myself, I experienced 
at first hand the benefits of this kind of education. Many of my 
own peers from Wynstones are now leading happy and 
fulfilling lives, mostly running their own businesses, or 
successfully engaged in a wide range of professions including 
teaching, academia, the arts, and business.”

Sidra Azam  
Parent of 5, 7, 9-year-olds, all attending Elmfield School, 
Stourbridge

“My husband and I became aware of Steiner Education by 
carrying out some research on the internet about alternative 
schooling in the West Midlands. I am a fully trained state 
school teacher and I decided during my training that my 
children would not be attending a state school. There is too 
much emphasis on tests and pupils’ levels. At Elmfield, 
parents and teachers are on the same team. Our endeavour 
is to raise strong, capable, independent children, who 
become considerate, honest and helpful human beings”. 

Lars Wilmar  
Age 17, Ringwood Waldorf School, Hampshire

“I have been in Steiner education since kindergarten, 
previously attending schools in the Netherlands and 
Cambridge. We focus on academic achievement and 
developing our creativity, I believe this is important for my 
future whatever career I choose. Once I finish school, I would 
like to go travelling to gather knowledge and experience the 
world; then I hope to go to University and possibly study Law.”

Steiner success Notes from parents and students
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Joe McCormick 
Former student – Holywood Steiner School, County Down 

“I attended Holywood Steiner School from kindergarten up 
to class 11. I now work in the London office of an 
international law firm, where I specialise in international 
commercial dispute resolution. I loved my 12 years at HSS 
and still feel very close to the school, the teachers, the 
grounds and my fellow students, many of whom are still my 
closest friends. 

My attitude and approach to life has been very much shaped 
by my education. It taught me to push myself, to question 
traditional power structures, and to value a sense of 
community and purpose. These are things that have assisted 
me immensely in life and in my job as a lawyer, where you 
have to question everything and assume nothing.”

Dr Beth Gilham 
Former student – York Steiner School 

“I attended York Steiner School from kindergarten all the 
way through to class 8. After class 8 I went to All Saints 
School where I completed my GCSEs. I decided to take a year 
out before taking A-Levels so I decided to learn a second 
language. I went to live with a family in Schwäbisch Hall 
where I attended the Steiner School for a year and achieved 
my main objective of learning German!

Back in the UK, I studied medicine at the University of 
Sheffield and have just graduated. I have a position as a 
doctor in the South Yorkshire region starting in August.”

Cordelia Bryan  
The Higher Education Academy

“In a fast and ever-changing world we cannot be sure of 
anything. Ultimately we must rely on our own inner strength 
to guide us. Any education system that both espouses and 
demonstrates a methodical and innovative development of 
well-adjusted, freethinking human beings has got to be 
worth considering.”

Joseph Harrington  
Former student – Rudolf Steiner School, Kings Langley

“I owe a great deal of what I currently do to my Steiner 
education. I run an organisation that supports local and 
central government to transform the way they work. The 
creative and positive outlook that my Steiner education gave 
me, allows me to engage my role of head of design and help 
other organisational leaders in new and refreshing ways.”

Julian Mincham  
Former lecturer – Middlesex University London

“For some years I was responsible for admissions to 
performance arts courses. I established an informal rule that 
all applicants from Steiner schools would be interviewed 
and I found that we always offered these students a place. 
They invariably did well on the degree programmes, some 
achieving a first class honours classification. We found them 
always to be ‘interesting’ individuals, good mixers with 
attractive personalities.”

Life after Steiner



Steiner Waldorf schools form the largest group of 
independent, non-denominational private schools in the 
world. They thrive on every continent, in every culture and 
within a wide range of ethnic contexts, including Israel, 
Egypt, Kenya, Sierra Leone, Taiwan, Japan, Brazil and China. 
There are currently over 1,000 Steiner schools worldwide in a 
total of 64 different countries.
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Steiner across the globe

ENGLAND

1 Brighton Steiner School Kemp Town, Brighton

2 Canterbury Steiner School Chartham, Canterbury

3 Michael Hall School Forest Row, East Sussex

4 Greenwich Steiner School Blackheath, London

5 The St. Michael Steiner School Park Road, London

6 St. Paul’s Steiner School Islington, London

7 Waldorf School of South West London Balham, London 

8 Rudolf Steiner School Kings Langley, Herts

9 Bristol Steiner School Redland Hill, Bristol 

10 Steiner Academy Bristol Bristol 

11 Alder Bridge School Reading, Berkshire

12 Ringwood Waldorf School Ringwood, Hampshire 

13 Rudolf Steiner School Totnes, Devon 

14 Steiner Academy Frome Frome, Somerset,

15 Steiner Academy Exeter
16 Wynstones School Gloucester 

17 Steiner Academy Hereford Much Dewchurch, Hereford 

18 Michael House a Steiner Waldorf School Heanor, Derbyshire

19 Iona School Nottingham 

20 Elmfield Rudolf Steiner School Stourbridge, West Midlands 

21 Botton Village School Danby, Whitby

22 Lancaster Steiner School Lancaster 

SCOTLAND

27 Edinburgh Steiner School Edinburgh 

28 Moray Steiner School Forres, Morayshire 

WALES

29 Nant-y-Cwm Steiner School Clunderwen, Pembrokeshire 

30 Cardiff Steiner School Cardiff

NORTHERN IRELAND

31 Holywood Steiner School, County Down 

REPUBLIC OF IRELAND

32 Kildare Steiner School Dunlavin

33 Kilkenny Waldorf Initiative Callan

34  Mol An Oige Steiner School County Clare

35  Raheen Wood Steiner National School County Clare

Steiner in the UK 
and Ireland
For Steiner schools and Early Years settings visit:  
www.steinerwaldorf.org/steiner-schools/list-of-schools

23 Calder Valley Steiner School Hebden Bridge 

24 York Steiner School Fulford Cross, York 

25 Cambridge Steiner School Fulbourn, Cambridge 

26 Norwich Steiner School Lakenham, Norwich 
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